The body of a Sonar, aged 28 years, was forwarded for examination on 20th November las.t, from one of the out-stations.
The man was said to have been struck with the end of a lathee on the left breast, and to have died about two hours after the receipt of the injury.
The body was that of a strong and muscular young man presenting no appearance of disease, and free from all external marks of violence. On reflecting the superficial tissues from the chest, a circular patch of extravasated blood was found in the connective tissue over the fifth left rib and the intercostal space on either side, external to the cartilage. The rib was intact and the pleura uninjured. Coagulated blood of a dark red colour completely filled the cavity of the pericardium, and adhered in a firm and thick layer to the whole surface of the heart. On removing the blood and carefully washing the heart, a discoloured patch about the size of a two-anna piece was observed on the apex. The discoloration was due to a slight extravasation of blood, its surface wag divided into two nearly equal parts by a linear-shaped depression or fissure. There was a minute fovea in the line of this fissure, through which a probe entered into the cavity of the left ventricle. The walls of the heart were firm, of normal color, and apparently quite healthy.
jRemarks.?The only satisfactory way of accounting for the rupture is on the supposition that when the blow was struck, the heart was contracted, and the apex in contact with the chest wall.
Allahabad, 30tli December 1873.
